
Ernest Edwin Wilson 

1885 – 1918, age at death 23 

Student of the Society of the Sacred Mission 

Family history 

Ernest was born 14th September 1885 in Nottingham and was baptised at St Andrew’s 

Church on 2nd December 1885. 

According to the 1891 Census they lived at at 30 Huntingdon Street, Nottingham.  His father, 

Edwin Wilson, who was born in Ossington, is listed as a School Dancing Master.*  His mother 

was Pheobe Wilson (neé Smith). She was born in Bollingbroke, Lincs; 

At that time they had four Children 

o Ernest (age 5) 

o Leonard (age 4) 

o Percy (age 2) 

o Mabel (age 1) 

 

And they had two lodgers:  Charles Elstone, who is listed as a Professor of Music and his 

wife. 

*Huntingdon Street is close to both Nottingham High School and the original site of the 

Bluecoat School, so it likely that both Edwin Wilson and Charles Elstone worked at one of 

these schools. 

By 1901 Ernest and his brother Leonard (now aged 15 and 14 respectively) are listed as 

Clerks and there are three more children: 

o Beatrice (age 8) 

o Albert (age 7) 

o Dorothy (age 2) 

By 1911 only five children were living with their parents and four were now working in the 

lace and hosiery industry. 

o Percy and Mable are clerks in a Lace Manufactory 

o Beatrice is a Pattern Girl, also working in a Lace Manufactory 

o Albert is an apprentice in a Hosiery factory 

o Dorothy (age 12) is still at school 

Both Ernest (now age 25) and his brother Leonard had left home.  According to his Obituary 

in the Society’s quarterly newsletter Ernest had worked with the Church Army in Worcester 

so it is possible that this is where he is living. 

Two years later, Ernest entered the Society of the Sacred Mission.  Aged 27 he was older 

than most other students, though his Obituary says that he fitted in well with the younger 

men.  



Military Record 

He enlisted in the Sherwood Foresters in November 1915 and served in France as a private. 

He was sent home to train as an officer Cadet. His promotion in May 1917 to 2nd Lieutenant 

(Temp) was announced in The London Gazette on 28 June 1917.  He was an infantryman and 

served in 3rd, 10th and 16th Battalion of The Sherwood Foresters  

According to his military record held by the Sherwood Foresters, he served in the British 

Expeditionary Force in France between  

• September and December 1916 

• October and December 1917  

• July 1918 to his death 

 

 

 

He was killed in action on 4 November 1918, probably in second the Battle of the Sambre 

(to defend the Sambre River), which took place on that day. It was part of the Second Battle 

of the Somme and the final British offensive of the War. He was 33 years old. 

He is buried at Englefontaine British Cemetery, Nord, France: Commonwealth Grave No: 

263389, Row B. Grave 1 
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